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Stories Abound

Upcoming events, ideas and activities for families to do at home from
the Monticello Public Library

Ny .
. Did You Know?

] School buses have been around since 1915 (as long as the automobile), but the official color of
bright yellow wasn’'t adopted until 1939!



https://www.familyeducation.com/life/sleep/teens-need-more-sleep

Try It At Home:
Why Do Leaves Change Color in the Fall?

You Will Need:

Leaves! e
Jars with lids (or plastic wrap will work if you don't have lids)
Rubbing Alcohol

Butter knife (or other item that can “mash leaves")
Large bowl or dish that fits the jars

Hot water

Coffee filters

Plates

Scissors

DIRECTIONS

Time needed: 2 hours and 30 minutes.
1.Collect leaves. (Start by heading outside and collecting leaves. You want to gather 4 to 6 leaves of
each type. Try and get leaves that are at different stages of turning color for the best results.)
2.Set out one jar for each type of leaf you collected. Into each jar start ripping up one type of leaf. You
want to tear the leaves up nice and small. Really tear it up!
3.Add just enough rubbing alcohol to cover the leaves, then using a knife or other utensil mash up the
leaves into the alcohol even more. You should start to see the rubbing alcohol turning a bit green.
4.Set the jars in a large dish or bowls. Add hot water to the bowl or dish and cover the jars with lids or
plastic wrap.
5.Now let them sit for approximately one hour. Give the jars a little swish every once in a while to help
release the chlorophyll. (Your alcohol should be turning a nice green. You can also refresh the hot
water if it cools too much.)
6.Cut a coffee filter into quarters and place on a plate. Using a teaspoon or dropper add a couple of
drops of the liquid to the tip of the filter.
7.Wait (Wait approximately 30 min to one hour to see how the colors move up the filter paper and
separate. Pretty cool!)
8.Wait longer (What happens if you leave it in the solution even longer? Maybe overnight? The colors
will become more bold and larger, making the colors easier to see!)

What is happening?

Chlorophyll gives leaves their green color and is so
dominant that it hides the other colors in the leaves during
the spring and summer. But in the fall, chlorophyll in the
leaves breaks down, finally allowing it's other natural colors
to have their moment in the sun!



