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Stories Abound

Upcoming events, ideas and activities for families to do at home from
the Monticello Public Library

School Readiness Tip

When your child takes the time to
slow down and notice what is going on around
them, they're using skills like focus and self-
control. Being able to pay attention, manage
behavior, and follow rules are important skills
for learning in school and in life.

Try It: Name one of the senses like "see" or
"hear." Encourage them to share everything
they notice with that sense, like the sun
shining or birds chirping. Then it's their turn to
say one of the senses and your turn to share
what you notice. Take turns using all your

Did You Know?

- - Inthe original Roman calendar, November was the ninth month of the year. It got its name
from the Latin word "novem" which means nine. However, it became the eleventh month when the
Romans added in January and February to the start of the year.




Try It At Home:

Cranberry and Toothpick Sculptures

Materials:

e Toothpicks

e Fresh Cranberries

e Note: If you want to turn this into a healthy snack and a creative activity, you can use grapes,

cheese cubes, or diced apples. Or, for something less nutritious, marshmallows or gumdrops.

Instructions:
Use cranberries to connect toothpicks. Start with a square or triangle, and continue to add
toothpicks and cranberries as you build a taller or more elaborate structure.
Here are 12 ideas to get you started. The sky is the limit for your creativity and ideas.

. Christmas tree
. Star
. Wreath
9. Castle
10. Playground structures
11. People
12. Animals

1
2
3
4,
5. Fence
6
7
8

You can encourage experimentation by asking questions, such as:
e What can you build with triangles? Squares? Lines?
e How high can you build?
e Can you make something round with straight toothpicks?

And you can encourage your kids to ask their own questions.
e What else could | build with besides toothpicks? (bamboo skewers? pipecleaners?)
e What else could | build with besides cranberries?
e How can | buttress the sides so my tower will stand when | make it taller?
e What kind of base could | create for this sculpture?

Creative thinking means learning to ask our own What if...? questions (even if only unconsciously)
while we're creating and experimenting with different materials, techniques, and tools.




